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National lets private patients 
into public hospitals 


by ANDREW GEDDIS Ik patients much money it is operation wili be 

- But what the Nats given by the RHA. done 

THE NATS are letting are not telling us is But the National By allowing pri- 

private, fee paying that the reason hos- government has con- vate patients to buy 
patients into public pitals have so much sistently reduced the treatment National 
hospitals despite the 'spare* operating amount of money it is allowing those 
fact that thousands space is that they are gives to RHA's, mean- who can afford it to 
of people are on vastly underfunded ing that they cannot jump these waiting 

waiting lists for op- by the government. buy all the opera- lists. At the same 

erations. tions from CHE'S that time, hospitals can 

They claim that by Underfunding are needed. make a nice profit 

allowing private pa- At the moment re- on their operations, 

tients to buy treat- gional health au- Waiting Lists 
ment, hospitals will thorities (RHA's) are As a result, up to TWo tiers 

be able to use their given money by the B0,000 people na- This will lead to a 
“spare* operating government to tionwide are on 'two tier'health sys- 
space to treat pa- 'buy' operations waiting lists for op- tern in which those 
tients in. This, so the from Crown HeaKh erations. Some pro who can afford it can 
Nats tell us, will allow Enterprises (CHE's). cedures, such as hip buy treatment ahead 
hospitals to treat The amount of op- replacements, have of all others, instead 
more people without erations a CHE can waiting times of up of a fully funded 
disadvantaging pub- do depends on how to 3 years before an public system for all. 



Lockwood Smith wants 
voucher education 


GIVING VOUCH¬ 
ERS to parents for 
them to “buy” educa¬ 
tion from schools is the 
latest brainwave of Na¬ 
tional's Minister of 
Education, Lockwood 
Smith. 

At an education 
conference in Canada 
last month he sug¬ 
gested that direct fund¬ 
ing of schools could be 
replaced by giving par¬ 
ents “vouchers" which 
they could use to buy 
their children’s educa¬ 
tion from the school of 
their “choice". 


If parents wanted to 
send their kids to 
Auckland Crammer, 
so Lock-wood sug¬ 
gests. they could use 
their voucher to “buy” 
education from there. 

If they favoured a 
cheaper school, then 
they could use their 
voucher for that. 

But what Lock- 
wood Smith didn't say 
was just how poorer 
families were expected 
to meet the extra costs 
(such as uniforms and 
“activity fees") that 
upmarket schools such 


as Auckland Crammer 
charge. 

Nor did be explain 
how poorer schools are 
expected to compete 
with rich schools that 
have years of invest¬ 
ment by well-off par¬ 
ents to give them an 
advantage. 

Instead, Smith's idea 
is just another way 
(like his bulk funding 
idea) for the govern¬ 
ment to cut back on 
eucation spending and 
transfer the costs of it 
to individual families. 


WHILE WAGES con 
tinue to fall, there is 
no shortage of growth 
in profits. 

Carter Holt Harvey 
announced a record 
$271 million profit in 
the six months to Sep 
tember, up by 36%. 
Yet this is the same 
company that refused 
its packaging division 
workers a 4% pay in¬ 
crease. 

Fletcher Challenge 
reported a $464 mil¬ 
lion profit in the Six 
months to August and 
chief executive Hugh 
Fletcher predicts a 
'substantial increase* 
on this In the next six 
months. 

Last year Fletchers 
paid only 2% in tax. 


^olger’s 

piecent 



ociety 



Id the 1990 dcctioa campaigii, Jim 
Bolger pledged to create a ‘‘decent 
sodety”. Let’s see how his promise 
has translated isMo reality. 


THE COALITION for Public Health 
has announced that waiting lists for 
pubbe hospilab have grown in the year 
to June by a massive 10%. 

Thb b on top of an increase of 7% 
in the previous year. At present almost 
80,000 people are on waiting lists for 
treatment in public hospitab around 
New Zealand. 

A spokesperson for the Crown 
Health Enterprises Association stated 
that it was up to the regional health 
authorities to spend more on 
operations to dear ^e backlog. 


TELECOM HAS annoueced a record 
$338 million profit for the last sis 
months. This b 15.2% higher than the 
profit for the previoos six months. 

Yet, despite the huge increase in 
profitability, it takes on average 10 
hours to fix a fault for domestic users. 
Thb b in contrwt to 1993 when H took 
only 6 bonrs to fix a fault. 

Both Telecom’s huge profit and its 
poorer services am be tra^ to the fact 
that it has sacked almost one third of 
its staff who were “surplns to [its] 
operating needs”. 


FIGURES RELEASED by Sutblics 
Minister Maurice Williamson show 
that almost 65% of full-time workers 
in 1993-1994 earned less than the 
average hourly rate of $1535 (including 
overtime), or $31,000 a year. 

The figures were produced from the 
Household Economic Survey, and 
showed that the average hourly rate 
had nsen by only 50 cents an hour since 
1991. 

What IS more, the figures showed 
that 74% of women earned less than 
the hourly average rate. 


THE NEW Zealand Forest and Bird 
Society has wanted that continuing 
cutbacks in govemmeut spending on 
cotnervation are putting several spedes 
of rare birds at risk of extinction. 
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SHAC tenants beat Why the police-state 
HNZ eviction threats climate for CHOGM? 


HOUSING NZ has Christine Puaha is ex- 

twice tailed to carry 7 pccting twins. The 

out threats to evict a- family are adamant 

state tei^ants defying that they are currently 

the maricet rent in- If paying as much rent 

creases. The two fami- as they can afford, 

lies are among a ■: They told HNZ that, 

number who have re- ^ '^if h SHACs support, 

cently joined the es ‘ they were unafraid of 

tablished group of - 1 . any tribunal outcome, 

rent strikers, and ^^ Acourtappearar.ee 

were the first to find Christine and Percy Puaha & family scheduled for Novem- 
themselves summonsed to relations disaster for it and ber 14 has been with- 
appear before the Ten- the government's market drawn by HNZ, even 
ancy Tribunal to face ap- rent policy. though there have been 

plicatiorw for eviction or- DespKc fruitless visits to two unsuccessful 

ders. Income Support Services mediations. 

In the case of the prior to the court appear- ‘Maybe HNZ are finally 
Ringia’s, a pensioner cou ance, when the Ringia's showing the human com- 
ple from Orakei stead- were told that a special passion they have been 
lastly paying only 25% of benefit application would lacking for so long,” sug- 
their income, the Tribunal be declined - three days gested Peter Hughes'Or 
adjudicator refused to after the court case ISS re- maybe they and their mas 
grant HNZ an order under quested an urgent meet- ters in the beehive are 
section 56 of the Residen- ing with the tenants. afraid of the bad publicity 
tial Tenancy Act which With State Housing Ac- they know SHAC will de- 
would have effectively tion Coalition chairperson liver to them should any 
fast-tracked this and other Peter Hughes present, attempt be made to evict 

eviction orders for tenants Metua Ringia was in- this poor family.” 

in the same position. formed that she has not The message for ten- 
The adjudicator did received the last pension ants Is dear. If It's good 
make it clear this respite increase and that she and ersough for the Ringia 
wasonly temporary if HNZ her husband should apply and Puaha families to 
chose to re-apply in an- for disability allowances pay 25% of their In- 
other week when the rent and tenure protection al- comes In rent then its 
reached 21 days in arrears, lowance. Meanwhile good ersough for all low 
The strong support for nothing has been heard Income state tenants to 
the tenants in the court from HNZ regarding rent get the same deal/WOW. 
and an even stronger arrears. Join SHAC and the par- 

showing at the home im The second case in- tial rent strike - strike a 

mediately afterwards, volves the Puaha family of blow against the govern- 

showed HNZ that any at- Manukau who have two ment's market rents, 
tempt to evict them was children. One of these chil- Contact SHAC on (09) 
about to become a public dren is disabled, and 634 3984. 

Strike beats bulk funding 


AFTER A one-day wildcat deeded to become bulk 
strike teachers at funded. The ^ard quickly 
Onehunga High School in announced it would re- 
Audcland, have defeated consider, and has since re 
moves to introduce bulk versed its decision, 
funding at the school. « not the firrt time 

The Onehunga teachers dir^ action has defeated 
walked out on September bulk funding (now mis- 
21 after the school board leadmgly called direct 
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resourcing"). 

Teachers in a Hamilton 
secondary school scored a 
similar victory several 
years ago after strike ac¬ 
tion. 

Post Primary Teachers 
Association president 
Roger Tobin has said that 
only four secondary 
schools have chosen to 
take up 'direct 
resourcing*. Three which 
had taken it up under the 
initial three-year period 
have now decided to drop 
it. 

The Onehunga teachers 
showed how bulk funding 
can be beaten. 



ALMOST AS if 
they want to make 
the Nigerian mili¬ 
tary regime feel at 
home, the New 
Zealand stale for¬ 
ces have taken un¬ 
precedented ‘'secu¬ 
rity” precautions 
for the CHOG,\1 
meeting in Auck¬ 
land. 

Very few officials 
are thick enough to 
publicly suggest 
that any of their 
overseas visitors’ 
lives arc in danger 
while they are in 
Auckland. But the 
multi-million dollar 
exercise is not just a 
weird over-kill. 

There are several _ 
reasons for it. “ 

One IS that there 

a quite a number of _ 

unsavoury characters at 


"This cop is really hurting my arm' 
shouts anti-CKOCM activist Sue 
Bradford as police drag her away 

:rs at square, police have also 


CHOC M who have a lot of banned marches. 


dirty crimes against human 
rights to hide and who 
want protection from any 
opposition. 

The whole exercise, in¬ 
volving over a quarter of 
New Zealand's police 
force, b a good opportunity 
for police to import mas¬ 
sively expensive new tech¬ 
nology and try this and 
other new policing meth¬ 
ods out - in preparation for 
future strikes and protests. 

And thirdly it is an op¬ 
portunity to try to acclima- 
tbe -N’ew Zealanders to ac 


They have special 
teams in para military 
uniforms videotaping pro¬ 
test activities at close 
range, as well as street 
video cameras and direct 
linked video communica¬ 
tion with police helicop¬ 
ters. 

And in outer areas, like 
Rotorua, the depicted 
police numbers are being 
compensated for by arm¬ 
ing routine police patrols. 

As the gap between 
rich and poor w idens al a 
tremendous rale our rul- 


cept police-state methods 
of “security". 

Not only are protest ac¬ 
tivities banned from Aotea 



Pistol pacicing Rotorua cops 


ers know that the working 
class is getting angry. The 
police arc there to main¬ 
tain the law and order that 
keeps the rich rich and the 
poor poor 

And they know how 
hard it is to deal with cn'- 
ganised mass opposition. 
That IS why CHCKjM is a 
good opportunity for the 
NZ police to develop its 
tactics and weaponry to 
deal with increasing do¬ 
mestic conflict. 

That is the nature cf 
capitalism. 

That is why the v.cry¬ 
ing class canro; :ase 
power off their c.\p'c;:ir5 
without a fight. 
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If you can't trust the police, 
who can you trust? 


TWO RECENT cases in Otago have 
shown up how violence is an every¬ 
day part of the police force in this 
country, and how members of the 
police use it. 

The first case involved an officer 
convicted of assaulting his partner 
after she called off her reaitionship 
with him. She claimed he threw her 
across the kitchen, chased her out¬ 
side, put her in a headlock and 
twisted her arm until she thought it 
would break • an experience many 
protesters will recognise. 

However, the Judge in the case 
diKharged him without conviction, 

THINGS THEY SAY 

‘^OpposhioB to such a proposal 
would dwarf aay seen in New 
Zealand before.” 

•Minister of Education, Lockwood 
Smith, on the likely reaction to his 
“voucher education** proposals for 
schools. 

”...a calciilaritt{ defiance of tny rtilhif; 
to bring about a situation where yon, 
rather than I, conduct the 
proceediugs of this court.” 

•Judge Anthony Adeane, holding 
Maori activist Ken Mair in contempt 
of court for reciting a karakia over his 
express orders. 

“If you took the money off the 
bureaucrats and put it into 
Christefanreb you would have 800 
people getting operattoos that they 
now have to wait two or three years 
for. They call this efficiency.” 

•Jim Anderton, Leader of the 
Alliance, on the public health system. 

“They are a level of bureaucracy we 
do not need'* 

•Jim Anderton, on RHA’s. 

“_jf you give Roger the finance port¬ 
folio he will destroy you.” 

•Former Labour Prime Minister Bill 
Rowling, to former Labour Prime 
Minister David Lange on Roger 
Douglas. 

“The Roman Catholic Church has 
tried to restrain the trade in papal 
memorabilia that marred the Pope's 
la.st US trip by banning “Pope -on-a- 
ropc” soap and “Let Us Pray” bwn 
speiaklers.” 

•London Times report on the Pope's 
recent US visit. 


and supressed his name as revealing 
it "would make it impossible for 
him to work in the Otago area". 

At present the officer is sus¬ 
pended on full pay while the police 
decide whether or not he will lose 
his job. 

In the second case an Oamaru- 
based police officer was conviaed 
on three charges of assault for hit¬ 
ting arrested suspects with a baton 
and his fists. The officer's colleagues 
described him as "out of control* as 
he administered the beatings. 

As both these cases show, far 
from being "neutral* guardians of 
law and order, the police force is a 
violent institution that relies on 
force to maintain the authority of 
those in power. 

What is Labour's 
policy on protest? 

TARIANA TURIA, a Maori list can¬ 
didate for the Labour Party, has been 
told by Labour's leadership to "tone 
down" her comments. This came after 
she attacked the decision to jail for 21 
days Maori protester Ken .Mair (with 
whom she was involved in the occupa¬ 
tion of Pakatorc Marac in 
Whanganuijfor contempt of court as 
"racist". 

Mair was found guilty of contempt 
for reciting a karakia in a courtroom 
after the judge told him not to. 

Turia is ranked at number 21 on the 
party list. She was told off by Labour’s 
President. Maryan Street for not stick¬ 
ing to parly policv'. 

But there was no such ticking off for 
Dover Samuals. who attacked Mair's 
actions and said New Zealander's were 
“sick and tired " of Maori protestors. 
Samuals. a Northland Maori, is 
number 4 on Labour's list. 

Apparently Labour supports atucks 
on Maori protest action, but any sup¬ 
port for it IS out of step with party 
policy. Why else is Tariana Tuna lold 
off while Dover Samuals' comments 
go unchallenged.’ 

AS A part of the US Republican 
Party's attack on the poor. Congress 
is slashing the amount it gives in 
loans to developing countries. 

The US is meant to contribute 
$1.2 billion in loans to developing 
nations. But it now plans to cut this 
back to only $575 million. 

Not content with hurting the 
poor at home, they are aiming at 
overseas. 


what socialists 
say about..■ 


The Monarchy 


UNDER NEW Zealand's 
constitution, our head of 
stale remains the Queen of 
England, even though we 
have "adopted" her as the 
Queen of New Zealand. 
This IS a part of our colonial 
history dating back to the 
Treaty of Waiungi and 
England's claim of "sover¬ 
eignly" over New Zealand. 

•Many people argue that 
this slate of affairs is Out of 
touch with modern reali¬ 
ties. Why should someone 
on the other side of the 
world be con.sidercd the 
"head" of New Zealand 
just because she was born 
into the right family? Even 
Prime Minister Jim Bolger 
has questioned whether we 
should keep the Queen (or 
her successor) as our head 
of state. 

Parasite 

For socialists the entire 
idea of a monarchy is ri¬ 
diculous. The notion that 
just because of birth a per¬ 
son has some right to head 
a country is a throwback to 
fucdalism. when the rule of 
Kingv Queens, and nobles 
was seen as their "divine 
right" from god. 

This undemocratic, elitist 
notion has been largely re¬ 
jected today. But the "tradi¬ 
tion" claimed to lie behind 
the monarchy means that 
they still continue to be 
kept at the cxpen.se of the 
state. 'Die Queen and her 
family rectevc millions of 
dollars from the British 
government, even though 
she is the richest women in 
Bntain. 

And when she or her 
children come to New Zea¬ 
land it IS us who foots the 
bill for It. 

The entire royal family 
are para.sile.s v»ho produce 
nothing and live in luxury 
paid for by vvorking people. 

For these reasons social¬ 
ists argue that the royal 
family should not only not 
be the head of New Zea¬ 
land. but that their wealth 
should be stripped from 
them and used for (he good 
of all of society. 


But while socialists 
oppose the monarchy, 
wc arc cynical of calls 
from people like Jim 
Bolgcr or Australian 
Prime Minister Paul 
Keating ts’ replace the 
Queen as Head of Slate 
and become a “repub¬ 
lic”. 

This IS because such a 
move would merely re¬ 
place one figurehead 
with another Whether 
they be a President or a 
Monarch, the appoint¬ 
ing of a head of state has 
no relevance to the lives 
of the majority of New 
Zealanders. 

Privilege 

By supporting be¬ 
coming a republic, peo¬ 
ple like Jim Bolger can 
appear to be ptomoling 
independence and self- 
determination without 
actually changing the 
way society works. 

In a republic the 
economy would still be 
controlled by a very few. 
highly privileged indi¬ 
viduals. >Vhat is more, as 
the economy becomes 
more and more global, 
claims that becoming a 
republic will strengthen 
New Zealand’s inde¬ 
pendence are obviously 
empty. 

It will not address the 
issue of tmo rangitira- 
tanga cither. You can 
bet that in a republic 
most Maori (as well as 
most pakehajwill be no 
more in control of their 
lives than they are un¬ 
der the Queen. 

In short, dumping (he 
Queen would change 
next to nothing for the 
majority of New Zea¬ 
landers. The republican 
debate is a way of dis¬ 
tracting people from the 
real issues of impor¬ 
tance. 

If we want a society 
without privilege, where 
there is real equality no 
matter what your family, 
then wc must dump 
more than the Queen. 


■ ANDREW GEDDIS 
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Patients suffer while 
Nats look at "enquiry" 


MENTAL HEALTH has 
always been ihc poor 
cousin of health sen-ices. 
And this has become even 
worse with the drive to a 
profii-drivcn privatised 
health system. 

Playing on public abhor¬ 
rence at the old Oakley- 
style mental hospitals, suc¬ 
cessive governments have 
introduced “community 
care" - which means that 
psychiatric patients have 
been de institutionalised, 
shunted into private rest 
homes and boarding 
houses and left to their 
own devices. 

Community care should 
mean constant monitoring 
and contact between the 
patient and qualified 
health and social workers 
BUT there is tons of evi¬ 
dence that this is not hap¬ 
pening 

.Mental health has fallen 
victim to the cost-cutting 
and privatisation that is 


destroying .NZ public 
hctilth. 

Even the police and ju¬ 
diciary are complaining 

Police have said that 
they are dealing with more 
people with mental disor¬ 
der and the condition of 
those being apprehended 
is worse. The new Mental 
Health Act made if easier 
to get people assessed for 
a disorder, but it is rare to 
get someone admitted to 
an institution, according to 
Christchurch Police Asso¬ 
ciation spokesman Greg 
O’Connor . 

High Court judge 
Williamson criticised the 
health system last month 
when sentencing a man 
who had IS admissions to 
psychiatric institutions for 
manic depression since 
1984 

“The end result is that a 
long-term psychiatric pa¬ 
tient with major disorders 
will now be locked up in 


jail rather than being cared 
for in hospiiaI.”W'illiamson 
.said. 

.Medical Association 
chairman Dr D-cnni> 
Pezaro believes that com¬ 
munity care could offer 
more care and security to 
patients w-iih acute or long¬ 
term mental i'Iness. but 
only if additional resources 
were made avail.iMc. 

Psychiatric inpatient 
services and resources arc 
inadequate and under¬ 
funded according to 
-Nurses Society national di¬ 
rector David Wills. 

The lack of services and 
resources means that de¬ 
lays in hospital treatment 
often occurred, he said. , 

It also meant that pa¬ 
tients who required inpa¬ 
tient care, cspeciallv those 
requiring medium-term 
treatment in hospital, 
might have to be cared for 
in the community. 

Wills said the problem of 


• Six Christchurch psychiatric patients conn- 
m'rt suicide in six weeks. 

• An Invercargill psychiatric patient, unable 
to get treatment, becomes involved in an 
armed confrontation with ooiice and is shot 
dead. 

• A Wellington psych-atric patient gives 
birth on the roadside orily -.veeks after being 
discharged from Porir-ua Hospital. 

• The suicide rate for young men has in¬ 
creased by 550 percent over the last 20 years. 

• A High Court Judge criticises the govern¬ 
ment’s health policy when sentencing a former 
psychiatric patient to five years jail 

• All round the country former psychiatric 
patients are crammed into private “rest 
homes” and hovels as a result of the govern¬ 
ment's “community care” programme. 

Psychiatric patients have become a new 
source of revenue for private rest homes., 
while disused hospitals like Christchurch's 
Templeton Centre are being closed down 
and sold off. 

There is a major crisis in the country's 
mental health services - and after years of 
pretending the problem doesn't exist - the 
government has only recently decided to set 
up an “inquiry”. 

And while patients suffer - unit managers 
in Christchurch mental health services are 
being given free mystery weekend trips, 
including a rental car, and have been told to 
keep these perks confidential. 

This is obscene. BUT, unfortunately, it is 
typical of New Zealand’s health services 
today. 


The Health-For-Profit system 

At the same lime as tremendou-s misery is being 
inflicted on some of society’s most vulnerable 
people - the mentally ill - the private health 
industry- is creaming it in. 

The so-called ''funder-provider split" means that 
public health funds are dispensed through the 
Regional Health Authorities to either private or 
public hospitals. So increasingly private hospitals 
arc nibbling into the public health dollar - to 
provide those services which arc most profitable. 
RHA funding is dispensed on an arbitrary basis, 
so that if a hospital has spent it's quota, (hen 
theatres close - no matter how many patients are 
on waiting lists 

And now. public hospitals are to begin admitting 
private.paying customers This is yet another step 
down the slippery road of health privatisation. 
The health industry wants everyone to be forced 
into paying health insurance (ignoring the fact that 
they are already paying for this in their taxes) and 
the publicly funded hospitals only there to pick 
up the more serious cases and those that require 
costly care and are therefore unprofitable. 

The chief administrators of the public health 
institutions are \-irtuaUy all business people, skilled 
in number crunching and screwing greater profits 
out of workers, but with no experience in running 
a health service to meet people's needs. 

That tell-s you what kind of health service the Nats 
are building. 


under-resourcing related to 
the genera! under-funding 
of the health service and 
the reduction of health 
.services in most regions 
Since 1980 at least 3.8}6 
psychiatric beds had 


closed, he said. 

In human terms, the suf¬ 
fering the.se cutbacks are 
causing to patients and 
families is beyond descrip¬ 
tion. 

Yet health minister 


Shipley has only now 
asked her officials to 
“draw up some terms of 
reference" for an enquiry. 
This IS bureaucratic lan¬ 
guage for doing very lit¬ 
tle as slowly as possible. 



How to beat the health cuts 


In September 1989, 2,500 trade unionists swamped a meeting of the former 
Wellington Area Health Boa.'d to protest against planned cuts to services. As a 
result of this show of force the Board backed down on significant cuts that had 
been planned. 

A number of other mass campaigns since have also scored sucesses around the 
country What is needed at the core of t.he struggle to save public health is the 
organised workfo'ce-the people who make the health services work and who 
can put the strongest pressure on health bosses and government. 
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news of the world 


Quebec votes to stay - 

reports from Ottawa But bigots take advantage of unrest 


THE RESULT of the 
Canada’s referendum on 
granting independence to 
the French-speaking 
province of Quebec 
showed the narrowest of 
winning margins to the 
Federalist side of the 
debate.The NO side won 
with just SO.6% of the 
votes cast, to the YES 
side’s 49.4%. 

Rather than being 
seen as a victory for a 
united Canada, the result 
IS seen as a moral victory 
for the separatists, and as 
forcing federal Canada to 
deal with the Quebec 
issue again, and make 
real changes. 

The lead up to the 
election was dominated 
by the most amazing 
propaganda. At first, 
confident of an easy 
victory. Prime Minister 
Chretien told the nation 
that Canada was the best 
country in the world, and 
that Quebec would be 
tearing a nation apart if 
it separated. 

He went so far as to 


argue that there was no 
poverty or inequality in 
Canada, and that Canada 
had always provided 
social justice to all 
peoples. 

This came at the same 
time as the Harris 
Government in Ontario, 
and the Klein Government 
in Alberta, have launched 
savage attacks on the poor, 
driving thousands of 
Canadians into grinding 
poverty. 

This rhetoric wore thin 
on the minds of Que- 
becke/s determined to 
create real change for 
themselves. 

Throughout the cam¬ 
paign the federalist forces 
used a combination of 
threats, fear-mongcring 
and cajoling to convince 
Quebeckers that separ¬ 
ation was not the solution 
to their problems. 

It was probably this 
approach more than 
anything that drove a 
clear majority of French 
speaking Quebecers to 
vote in favour of 


separation on the night. 
The markets.and English 
and French business 
interests threatened 
economic blackmail 
should Quebec secede. 
.Many French Que¬ 
beckers were heard to say 
prior to the night that 
they feared for their jobs, 
their house values, and 
the state of the economy 
in a sovereign Quebec. 

In other words, they 
feared a backlash from 
English Canada. This 
rhetoric also unleashed a 
wave of rallies and 
marches of English 
Canadians imploring 
Quebec not to secede. 

Whilst the nationalism 
of French Quebecers was 
well publicised by the 
English media, and 
picked up on by these 
English Canadians, the 
deeply embedded nation¬ 
alism of English 
Canadians was com¬ 
pletely ignored. 

U nthinking patriotism 
was seen as the best 
solution to the fact that 


the Federalists were 
staring down the barrel 
of a defeat 

Socialists cannot sup¬ 
port the nationalism of 
either side in the debate. 

We believe that 
separation was the most 
radical move needed to 
generate real change 
between English and 
French Canada, but that 
Quebec autonomy needs 
to be seen as a chance for 
all Canadians to free 
themselves from the 
Government attacks that 
arc launching assault 
after assault on Canada’s 
poor. 

Both F.nglish and 
French Canadians need 
to put nationalism aside, 
and find ways of uniting 
to fight this common 
enemy. 

The result of the 
referendum puts the 
needs of ordinary 
Quebecers (irmly back in 
the political limelight, 
and Federal Canada has 
no choice now but to 
address those needs. 


March shows bitterness US blacks feel 


by Hassan Mahamdallie 

'THE WORLD press 
condemned the ’’Million 
• Man March" on 
Washington as a 
‘triumph for race hatred. 
, They have scarcely 
•paused to ask why 
hundreds of thousands 
of black people 
supported a march 
called by Louis 
Farrakhan's Nation of 
Islam. 

. In truth the marchers 
were responding to the 
racism that pervades 
American society. 

, While a middle class 
minority has seen its 
living standard rise, most 
blacks are worse off than 
15 years ago. 

Today inner-city life 
has worsened, leading 
to an appalling toll of 
violence and drugs. 


Part of the reason why 
people are attracted to 
Farrakhan's call is that 
traditional civil rights 
groups have failed to tap 
that rising bitterness. 

The average income 
of members of the 
National Association for 
the Advancement of 
Coloured People 
(NAACP) is $US 50,OCX) - 
way above what most 
people get. 

So Farrakhan has been 
able to harness the 
feeling that something 
should be done about 
the appalling problems 
of inner-city life. 

But the tragedy is that 
Farrakhan has little to 
say about this and other 
issues. 

The idea of black men 
marching to show a 


positive image strikes a 
'•eal chord when more 
young black men are in 
prison than at university. 

But Farrakhan's 
answer, that black men 
should take 

responsibility for the 
problems they suffer, 
lets the real criminals off 
the hook. 

Right-win politicians 
like Newt Gingrich are 
tearing up the welfare 
system 

They blame 

unemployment and 
crime on a "dependency 
culture" and on black 
single parents. 

The march did not 
protest against attacks 
on equal opportunities 
or cuts in government 
programmes for the 
poor. 


Because Farrakhan 
doesn't challenge those 
who really hold power 
in the US he falls into a 
hopeless strategy of 
attacking other 
oppressed groups. 

His outbursts against 
Jews and gays have 
nothing to do with 
black liberation. 

Jews are not 
responsible for racism, 
indeed they are victims 
of it themselves through 
anti-semitism. 

Those who have 
turned to Farrakhan are 
rightly desperate for 
change. 

The tragedy is that 
the Nation of Islam 
cannot deliver for the 
majority of blacks, 
impoverished by US 
capitalism. 


I Unrestpartd I 
I Plslng stpmgles; 



More 

Turkish 

strikes 


A MASSIVE strike by 
public sector workers in 
Turkey brought much of 
the country to a halt in 
mid-October and 
contributed to a no- 
confidence vote for Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller's 
government. 

The strike began on 
September 20 when 
sugar factory, railway ar>d 
pon workers walked out. 

They were joined by 
270,000 other public 
sector workers demand¬ 
ing raises equal to the 70 
percent inflation rate and 
protesting against 
privatisation, 
government repression, 
and attacks on wages and 
job security. 

On October 17 Pres¬ 
ident Suleyman Oemirel 
issued a decree 
suspending the strike in 
some government 
industries, including 
sugar, daiming they were 
'disrupting public health 
and national security." 
But Demirel's real motive 
waste stop the loss of $10 
million a day in foreign 
trade since the strike 
began. 

The same day, 500,000 
other workers classified 
as civil servants hit the 
picket lines. 

They staged a one-day 
walkout to demand the 
right to strike and 
collective bargaining. In 
all, some 850,000 workers 
have participated in the 
strike wave. 

"This will be a warning 
to the next government," 
said Nerettin Aldemir, 
general secretary of the 
Egitim-Sen education 
union. 
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SOCIALISM '95 

WELLINGTON 
Aro Valley Hall 
December 2-3 

A weekend of discussion 

• The growing anger - building the 

socialist alternative 

• Socialists and women's liberation 

• Sack the Nats - how to make a 

better future (panel debate) 

• Why Socialist Worker is your paper 

• Trotsky's contribution to Marxism 

• What is the road to tino rangatiratanga? 

• Socialists and the unions 

• Overseas speakers invited 

Cost $10 waged, $5 unwaged. Half-price 
for one day only. Accommodation included 
for out-of-towners. 

Bus transport from Auckland will pick up 
in Hamilton, Rotorua and elsewhere. $40 
return. (Please book early.) 

Send application for registration to: 

Socialism '95 
80x8851 

_ Auckland _ 

Right Tlfrn 




>'*r 




Agree? Disagree? Send a 
letter to; Socialist Worker, 
PO Bok 8851, Auckland 
Keep them brief, please. 


Prisoners of debt 




.A VERY good friend of 
mine rcccnily received a 
nasty letter from Baycorp 
Collection Agency for a 
debt to Income Support 
Servicc-s he did not owe 
and had never been billed 
for. 

•The letter (which went 
to the wrong address) 
warned him of possible 
legal action and damage 
his credit rating. 

Over the pa.st months 
this person has found 
himself heavily dealt to by 
two creditors the moment 


his accounts showed as 
being a measly few day.s 
overdue according to their 
records. 

One of these companies 
had. without consultation, 
arbitrarily altered the due 
date, causing their 
computer to show the 
account as overdue when 
in fact It wasn't, then add 
a SIO "collection fee" to 
the account for the 
privilege! 

Another friend was 
denied acdit because she 
was listed as a bad risk for 
an unsolicited item she 
received in the mail and 
refused to pay for. 


Seemingly it is not against 
the law of this land for 
credit agencies to label 
innocent people as bad 
credit risks. 

This is nothing short of 
slander directed at 
working class people in a 
manner that dienies them 
access to the necessities of 
life unless they have ready 
cash to pay for them. 

How many workers or 
beneficianes have a grand 
or two sitting in the bank 
to replace worn out 
comm^ities. 

Know any? I don’t. 

LH 

Wellington 


THESuperannuitanis na¬ 
tional bc^y has changed its 
leadership and the new 
chairman is touring NZ to 
increase membership. 

The mam policy point 
being stressed is “We want 
to get away from the con¬ 
frontation approach - lets 
get down to negotiations 
instead. All the confronta¬ 
tion hype of big meetings 
didn't get us anywhere." 

At one ot his meetings, 
attended by 500 people, a 
speaker from the floor re¬ 
quested he “revise his 
thinking" in the light of 
one experience on Auck¬ 
land’s North Shore, when 
Helen Clark and Harold 
Titter planned to close the 
Accident & Emergency 
Ocpartmenl at North 
Shore Hospital. 

When over 500, mainly 
elderly people, demon¬ 
strated outside the hospi¬ 
tal this plan was reversed. 

The same could be said 
about other allcmpied clo¬ 
sures of NZ hospitals. 

Superannuiiants Na¬ 
tional CTiairman McKen/ie 
also stated; “Wc should 
learn the less*ins from the 
Business RoundTable - 


they have succeeded in get¬ 
ting government to imple¬ 
ment 71 of their 75 policy 
points.” 

Someone from the audi¬ 
ence inierjccted with:" Yes, 
but they've got the money" 

His reply was: ‘'Correct 
- but we've got the num¬ 
bers. * 


W hat wc need is corpo¬ 
rate funding." he con¬ 
cluded. How long will we 
have the numbers with 
conservative attitudes like 
that? 

Disgruntled 

Superannuitant 

Auckland 


Support Gay Oakes 


TIMOR VIGILS 

As part of world-wide actions in 
support of Timor independence, 
a series of candlelight vigils will 
be held in Auckland from 
November 11 to December 7. 

November 12 is the 4th anni¬ 
versary of the Santa Cruz 
massacre in Dili. December 7 is 
the 20th anniversary of the 
Indonesian invasion. 

QEII Square (DownTown) 
Friday November 17 
Friday November 24 
Thursday December 7 

5 pm to 8 pm 


Gay Oakes was convicted 
of murder after she gave 
sleeping tablets to her 
drunk former husband out 
of fear for her safety and 
that of her family. 

She has been adamant 
that she never intended to 
kill him - but in spite of the 
evidence of his past vkiicni 
behaviour and the affect of 
this on Cay and her chil¬ 
dren, she was found guilty 
and sentenced to life im¬ 
prisonment. 

The Gay Oakes cam¬ 
paign is continuing to press 
for Gav to be recognised 
as suffering from Battered 
Wife Svndro.mc and :hat 
she was not rcspor.sibli for 
her actions the .*.;ghi her 
h'jshand died. This is 
srmethi .*:2 the trtal j'Jdse 
and yir. rituscd accept. 

T:.i GiV Oakis >up- 
rc:‘..rr C.’.T.rrt'.f.ce i> in- 
irni'.r.i :'ri a Pa- 
rclc 2, e.'C .-.ot to 

G.; :ir ;• ZiT. '.c It is 
al.s; r.trc infstr- 

3^^^ from 
-T-ri- f c'-re.-s 
!.-. .T.sar.t;:nc there 

ha- beer, another case of a 
m.a.'i being found guilty of 


manslaughter (not mur¬ 
der which carries a man¬ 
datory life sentence) for 
killing his partner. Once 
again the partner was 
found to have 'provoked ” 
the attack through things 
she said. 

This “provocation” 
pales into insignificance 
compared with the 11 
years of beatings that Gay 
endured. 

The Gay Oakes Sup¬ 
porters arc urging people 
to keep writing to Gay. 
There has been a fall-off 
in mail recently, and this 
flow of outside contact Ls 
important both for Gay's 
morale and also to show 
the authorities that she 
has not been forgotten. 

Donations of money or 
phone cards would also be 
appreciated (as she needs 
these to communicate 
with the outside world). II 
you send money please in¬ 
dicate in a letter how 
much - to make sure it all 
gets there. 

Gay can be contacted 
at; 

Private Bag 4702 
Christchurch 
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it's time to make the rich pay 


SINCE 1984 Labour and National governments have repeatedly told us 
that 'we' can no longer afford the welfare state. They have cut spending 
on health, housing education and welfare in order to fund massive tax 
cuts for the rich. New Zealand now has amongst the lowest rates of tax 
on corporate profits and high incomes in the advanced capitalist world. 

Business leaders like Doug Myers. Paul Collins and Michael Fay have 
urged Labour and National to cut welfare benefits and housing support 
for the poor. Not content with the tax cuts already introduced they want 
more. In the meantime their companies have avoided paying tax on a 
massive scale. 

The Wine-Box Inquiry is raking over what is probably the biggest, dirti¬ 
est and most significant political scandal in New Zealand's history. At 
the centre of the Inquiry is something that is at the heart of the capitalist 
system - capitalists and their political allies ripping of workers and the 
poor. 

The Wine Box Tax Scandal goes right to the guts of the Nat's entire 
anti-working class agenda. It shows that all the arguments about not 
being able to afford to maintain the welfare state are complete bullshit. 
If the government can afford to let the Inland Revenue grant massive tax 
credits to New Zealand's biggest companies controlled by New Zealand's 
richest men, then it can sure as hell afford to provide decent housing, 
health care, education and income support for those who need it. 

BRIAN ROPER investigates. 

How the rich avoid 
■-_ paying tax _ __— 

AS WORKERS wc have U) pay at least 24% of our total grovs wages or salaries in tax. The 
minimum lax rate on low income earners was raised by the last Labour Government from 14 to 24 
cents in the dollar. This is deducted directly through Pay-As-You-Earn 

By contrast, since 1984 .New Zealand's richest individuals and their companies have been able 
to avoid paying lax on a huge scale. They have been able to do this by using subsidiary paper 
companies - supposedly with a legitimate commercial purpose apart from lax avoidance - in tax 
havens (also known as international financial secrecy centres), such as the Cook Islands.This then 
enables them to avoid paying tax in New Zealand. 

Very simply the tax scams can work as follows. A big New Zealand company has a subsidiary 
company which is based in the Cook Islands and operates under Cook Island law. The subsidiary 
company pays lax to the Cook Islands government and then gets this back via a series of complex 
and highly secret financial transactions. 

The company then receives a certificate from the Cook Islands government saying that it has 
paid, lets say, $10 million in tax. Companies based in New Zealand do not have to pay lax on the 
profits of their overseas subsidiaries if they have already paid tax in those countries. So. in this 
example, the big NZ company with the Cook Islands subsidiary company has legally avoided 
paying SIO million of lax on its consolidated profits in New Zealand. 

Another scam is to use these subsidiary- companies to generate paper losses' which reduce the 
amount of profit that the company has to pay lax on. 

This can be done without breaking NZ tax law and without requiring any direct corruption. 



Wine Box Tax Scandal 
raises key issues 


■ SCALE OF lax aviiidanre 

- the Inland Revenue has a.s- 
sessed the best part of S.SOIt mil¬ 
lion potential tux revenue lost 
because NZ’s biggest companies 
have avoided pay ing lax. This is 
just the 'lip of the iceberg'. 

■ ilypoensy of the rich 

- the very same individuals who 
have been pushing the anii- 
working class New Right agenda 
have been avoiding paying tax 
on a grand scale. They say that 
the stale must cut spending on 
welfare but are quite happy for 
their companies to receive big 
handouts in the form of lax cred 
its. 



IN 1995, Doug Myers, who is chairman of the right-wing Business Roundtable, is declared New Zealand's richest 
man by the National Business Review with a personal fortune of $275 million 

He owned 31 % of the shares tn Lion Nathan in 1994 According to the New Zealand Company Register (NZCR) 
between 1992 and 1995, Lion Nathan has made $685 9 million dollars net profit (vol 33, p.65, ODT for 1995) 
Durirvg the same period - it has received $41 88 million dollars of tax credits from the Inland Revenue Department!!' 


The next two richest individuals on the National Business Review's 1995 rich list are Michael Fay and David Richwhite 
Their personal fortunes were estimated at $225 million each or $450 million between them 
According to the NZCR, from 1986 to 1993 their company - Fay Richwhite & Company Ltd - pa.d $10 6 million tax 
while accumulating net profits of $192.76 million. 

Between 1990 and 1994 NZ's largest company - Fletcher Challenge Ltd - accumulated $2091 million or 2 billion 
of net profit. During the same period it received a balance of $189 million dollars in tax credit from the IRD - that is, 
according to the NZCR, Fletcher Challenge's IRD tax credits exceeded the amount of tax paid during this period. 

During the same period (1990-94), another corporate giant - Brierley Investments Ltd - made $1183 million of 
net profit On this massive profit it paid a mere $89 77 million in tax 

According to the Treasury - hardly a radical source - overall company tax payments as a ratio of operating surplus 
(an official statistical measure of profit) was a mere 7.6% in 1990-91 and 10.6% in 1993-94 (fl 6 A 1994 113) 


■ Bins of th« legal vy vtrm 

- the Winc-Box inquiry 
shows ihat the whole legal 
.system is biased in favour of 
the rich The lax dodge de¬ 
signer - European Pacific - 
has spent over a million dol¬ 
lars in the courts to suppress 
stories in Thf Inilepenilent 
and Satumal Hu\ine\\ Review 
as well as to keep the 
Fnintime dvKumenlary on the 
scandal off the air. 

NZ's largest corporations 
have used the courts to sup¬ 
press what should be public 
information. 

■ Bias of the media 

- the mainstream media have 
done everything they can to 
play down the extent and sig- 
nificance of the scandal. 
TVNZ journalist. Ian Wishart 
has alleged that TVNZ chair¬ 
man Norman Geary, who has 
also been on the board of 
Brierley Investments Lim¬ 
ited. tried to interfere with 
the Frontline documentary 
on the tax scandal 

■ Business funding of the 
major parties 

- big companies regularly 
make big undisclosed dona¬ 
tions to I.abour and National. 

■ Lack of political action by 
the major parlies to stem lax 
avoidance 

- neither Labour or National 
in government or in opposi¬ 
tion. have made serious at¬ 
tempts to reduce the scale of 
corporate tax avoidance 
Both political parties have 
done everything they can to 
divert public attention away 
from the faet that the rich arc 
avoiding paying tax on a large 
scale 


■ What’s ihc Alliance doing? 

- even the Alliance has done lit¬ 
tle to pul ihe Great Tax Scandal 
on the public agenda 

■ Failure of the IKI) to collect 
revenue from rich 

- Ihc Inland Revenue Depart¬ 
ment and Ihe Serious Fraud of¬ 
fice have both failed to ensure 
that New 7.c.vland'v major com¬ 
panies pay of their grtiss 
profits in tax (which is the offi¬ 
cial rale) 

■ I ndermines Nat's agenda 

- the Wine-Box T.ix Scandal has 
the potential to undermine the 
Nat'seurrent right-wing agenda 
Tlie Nats want to lake from Ihc 
ptMir in order to give even more 
to the iich 

But how long ate workers, wel¬ 
fare beneficiaries, students, users 
ot Ihe health system, and stale 
housing tenants going to put up 
With real wage cuts.benefit cutv 
fee rises, health cuts and rent 
rises when it heeomes clear that 
every dollar the government 
'saves' is going to make rich 
bludgers even richer’’ 

■ System is based on ex¬ 
ploitation 

- the Wine-Box Tax Scan¬ 
dal shows clearly the 
whole capitalist system is 
geared around the exploi¬ 
tation of the working 
class majority by a tiny 
capitalist minority. 

The media. Labour and 
National parties, the IRD, 
the Courts all act to main¬ 
tain the continued rule of 
the capitalist class. 
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Socialism 

Capitalism is a system of 
exploitation which 
generates inequality, 
crisis artd war. 

Although workers 
create society's wealth, 
it is controlled by the 
ruling class for its own 
selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be 
built when the working 
class takes control of 
social wealth and 
democratically plans its 
production and 
distribution to meet 
human needs, not 
private profits. This will 
eliminate all class 
divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries 
such as China and Cuba, 
just like the former 
Soviet Union and the 
Eastern bloc, have 
nothing to do with 
socialism. They are state 
capitalist. We support 
the struggles of 
workers against every 
dictatorial stalinist 
ruling class. 

Revolution not 
reformism 
The present system 
cannot be reformed to 
end exploitation and 
oppression, contrary to 
what Alliance, labour 
and union leaders 
claim It most be 
overthrown by the 
working class. 

Capitalism's 

parliament, army, police 
and Judiciary protect 
the ruling class. These 
institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by 
the working class. 


where 



To pave the way to 
socialism the working 
class needs a new kind 
of state - a democratic 
workers state based on 
workers councils and 
workers militia. 

Internationalism 
Workers in every 
country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the 
struggle for socialism is 
global 

We campaign for 
solidarity with workers 
in other countries. We 
fight racism and 
imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration 
controls We support all 
genuine national 
liberation struggles. 

We are 

internationalists 
because socialism 
depends on spreading 
working class 
revolutions around the 
world. 

Liberation from 
oppression 
We fight for 
democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression 
of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, 
lesbians and gays. 

All forms of 
oppression are used to 
divide the working 
class. 

We support the right 


of all oppressed groups 
to organise for their 
own defence. Their 
liberation is essential to 
socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

Tino rangatiratanga 
We support the struggle 
for Maori seif 
determination. 

The government's 
approach to Treaty 
claims has benefited a 
Maori elite while doing 
little for working class 
Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga 
cannot be achieved 
within capitalism. It will 
only become a reality 
with the establishment 
of a workers state 

Revolutionary party 
To achieve socialism the 
most militant sections 
of the working class 
have to be organised 
into a mass 
revolutionary socialist 
party. 

We are in the early 
stages of building such 
a party through 
involvement in the day- 
to-day struggles of 
workers and the 
oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers 
Organisation must grow 
in size and influence to 
provide leadership in 
the struggle for 
working class self¬ 
emancipation. 

We need to revitalise 
the unions virith a rank- 
and-file movement 

If you like our ideas 
and '//ant to fight for 
socialism, then join us. 



□ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation | 

□ I want more information about membership |1 

Name_ 1 

Address _ I 


Phone — 


I Union/campus __ j 

i Send to: SWO, PO Box 8851. Auckland I 

I_I 


"Philosophers 
have nerely 
interpreled 
the world. 
The poiit is 
to change It." 
- Karl Man 


Socialist Worker 

$ 8,000 

End of year appeal 


The Socialist Worker appeal for $8,000 begins this issue 
and will carry on into March next year. 

This is to help meet the difference between sales rev¬ 
enue and production costs, and to help us advance to a 
tabloid format In the new year. 

The next issue of Socialist Worker will be the last for 
1995 

Donations should be sent to: 

Box 88S1 
Auckland 

List 1 

AUCKLAND: 

JimSSO. DP $50. PA $5 Total: $105 00 

CHRISTCHURCH* 

8r Mtg $ 10. GY $ 10. KM $7. Lyt Pubs $5, 88 $30, East TirrKjr 
Protest 15c, Temp Hosp Mtg $2, JAO $20 
Total $84.15 
OTHER: 

H8S10. 

This week's total: 5199.15 


SWO branch meetings 
- all welcome 


AUCKLAND 7.30 pm every Tuesday at the Socialist 
Centre. 86 Princes St. Onchunga. Phone 634 3984. 

□ November 14 The rule of law - are some more 
equal than others? 

□ November 21 Video and social 

WAIKATO 7pm every secondTbesday at the Student 
Union Building. Waikato University, Hamilton Phone 
Ross in Hamilton 847 6302 or Karl in Hunily 828 9471 

□ Next meeting November 21. 

TIMBERLANDS 7 pm every secondTliesday at 
Apumoana marae. Tarawera Rd Phone Bcrnic 
345 9853 or Martial 357 4536 in Rotorua. 

G November 14 The sale of cutting rights at Kaingama 

WELLINGTON 7.45 pm ev ery second Wednesday at 
the meeting hall behind St Peters church, Cnr 
Gu/hnee & Victoria .streeiv Phone Gordon 387 7380. 

G November 15 Trade unions and politics 
Z November 22 $$111 the Alliance light for your vole? 
Paper sales 12 noon to LlOpm every Thursday at 
.Manners Mall 

CHRISTCHURCH 7.30 pm every second Sunday at the 
WE.-\. 59 Gloucester St. Phone Roy 384 4681. 

Z November 26 Details to be announced 

DUNEDIN 7 3flpm every Thursday at the Pioneer 
Women's Memorial Building. 362 Lower Moray Place 
(opposite Countdown goods entrance - next to 
Sportsw'orld). Phone Brian or Laurel 473 6017. 

PUBLIC .MEETINGS 

□ November 16 Socialist $$'orker Public Meeting: 
$$tay is .National still popular? 

□ November 23 To announced 

OTHER AREAS The Socialist Workers Organisation 
also has members and supporters in North Shore, 
Paeroa. Napier. Kawerau. Raglan. Palmerston North 
Timaru and the West Coast. They can be contacted via 
the Socialist Centre in Auckland (09) 634 3984 

International 5iaciahsLs in Australia can be contacted at 
PO Box .A338. Sydney South 200ft. Ph 261 4862. 
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comment 


Migrants are welcome here! 


Give credit where it's due 


Here's *n easy one you. 

What’s more preaous than a mother's 
smile, and more full of promise than the 
first golden sunrise of spnng? 

What's the one thing worth defending 
and protecting while out $cho<.ils fall into 
disrepair and our hciilUi sersiccs and hos¬ 
pitals fail to cope? 

You got It - New Zealand's credit rat¬ 
ing for foreign debt. 

Economists are very excited right now 
because the news on ihe rating is all good. 
The power who deddos if countries are an 
o.k risk fur a loan, inictnational rating 
agency Standard Poors, is having a think 
about bunpmg our rating up a notch. You 
might remember the great day last year 
when the rating improved from AA- lo 
A.ik Well, if *c play our 
cards right itmi^tgoup 
even further. 

“Popular support for 
current fiscal pohdes, if 
sustained could lead to a 
posiuve outlook on the 
foreign policy currency 
debt rating m the run up 
lo the next election due 
by November 1V96", 

Standard and Poors say. 

Or. in plainer lan¬ 
guage, if the government 
get an easy ndc through 
to the end of ne.si year, and is elected to 
carry on the same pohdes as they're using 
now, then we're in with a chance of becom¬ 
ing AAr or even AAAI 

If ih.ii happens then foreign money 
leaders will take more interest in NZ. while 
all of us here, from the governor of the 
Reserve Bank to the kids on the checkout 
at Dekka will be able to bask in the glory 
of living in one of the world's higher credit 
rated couotnes. 


Howrever, like alt imponsnt sounding 
things, a higher credit rating conies with a 
pnee tag. -Popular suppon for current fis¬ 
cal pofiaes" means no fooling around with 
Employment Contracts Act. and no big 
strikes for higher wages If we really want 
to see that rating up there we have to ac¬ 
cept the stale house matkci rents policy. We 
have to lie back and cnyoy Ihe health re¬ 
forms and we should also set up a few more 
food banks. 

.A high credit rating is a fragile flower 
and almost anything could harm it: even 
things that don't look dangeroas Westpac 
economist Jocelyn Stroombergen warns 
that. 

-Alternative budgets such as that of the 
Alliance and Labour represent a risk to the 
rating ” 

So, ideally, these par¬ 
ties should not produce 
alternative budgets be¬ 
fore the election.To be 
really on the safe side 
they should confine 
their political com¬ 
ments to e.xptessioin of 
praise for the govern¬ 
ments poliCKS 

h goes without say¬ 
ing that anything more 
radical than an Alliance 
or Labour alternative 
budget would be completely beyond the 
pale, and the best guarantee of a A A* rat¬ 
ing w-ould seem to blind faith m National 
and complete submission to their every 
whim and fancy. That's the way toensuie a 
higher foreign credit laiing. 

But if you prefer to go for a decent wage 
nse and chuck out this worker bashing gov- 
emntent and its ECA then we'd best tell 
them lo stick their credit rating where the 
monkey stuck his nuts. 



ACCORDING TO a recent Na¬ 
tional Business Review Con¬ 
sultants Poll, Pacific Islanders 
and Asian Immi 9 rants are not 
wanted in New Zealand. 

The nationwide survey, pub¬ 
lished late last month, revealed 
that 57 percent of those polled 
believed that there were too 
many Pacific Islanders in the 
country, while 51 percent of 
those surveyed thought that 
there were too many Asian mi¬ 
grants 

The survey noted that oppo¬ 
sition to Pacific Island immi¬ 
grants was Ihe highest among 
retired people (64 percent) and 
those on low incomes (62 per¬ 
cent). While concern about 
Asian immigration was strong¬ 
est among those aged 18 to 24 
years and those aged over 60 (57 
percent respectively). 

What do these specific 
groups have in common? 
They've all been hammered by 
successive right wing govern¬ 
ments over the last eleven years. 
It's no accident that these 
groups face a rather bleak fu¬ 
ture bene lit cuts, rapidly declin¬ 
ing employment prospcciv fall¬ 
ing wages and worsening condi¬ 
tions. cuts to superannuation 
and so forth. 

One of the classic ways 
bosses (and the capitalist system 
that ensures their continued 
wealth and dominance) diverts 
attention away from the sclf-dc- 
structing and crisis-ndden sys¬ 
tem. is to divide the one group 
that is capable of putting an end 
to the misery that the majority 
of ordinary working people and 
beneficiaries continue to expe- 
rience.This divide and rule sirai- 
egy is enforced principally by 
turning one group of workers 
against another. Tnis in turn is 
fuelled by the litany of lies about 
womcn.gay and lesbians,ethnic 
minoniy and immigrants 

One of the most common ar¬ 
guments that IS used to gener¬ 
ate a sen.se of panic about in¬ 
coming migiants to NZ. is that 
Ihctr arrival signifies the start of 
the 'Asian Invasion" and the 
"flood" of Pacific Islanders en¬ 
tering the country taking yobs 
much needed resources and 
scTou^ing benefits funded by 
the .N’Z taxpayer.This has led to 
calls by politicians such as Na¬ 
tional MP Nick Smith for fat 
tougher immigration policies 
Underlying ihcir feaw is two be¬ 
liefs: fust that immigration costs 
jobs and. second, that increased 
immigration would contribute 
to a substantial worsening of the 
quality of life in NZ and pro¬ 
voke Jctcrioraiing race-rela¬ 
tions 

It IS important to note that 
even with completely open bor¬ 
ders it would be unlikely to lead 
to millions of p>ecple suddenly 
deciding to uproot themselves 
and migr.iie to NZ Emigration 


is a step usually taken as a last 
resort by many: it signifies that 
economic and soaal conditions 
arc so bad in Ihcir home coun¬ 
tries that they are willing to bid 
farewell to ihcir friends and fam¬ 
ily and take themselves to a for¬ 
eign continent where the culture, 
language and mode of life may 
be completely unfamiliar. This is 
why the vast majority of the 
world's peoples try to make the 
best of then situation where they 
are. 

Leaving aside the nonsense 
that Asian or Padftc Island mi¬ 
grants have any idea of taking 
over NZ. a look at the oflici.'il 
immigration statistics shows 
wh.ti a toad of bullshit argu¬ 
ments about a Pacific Island and 
.Asian invasion really is 

Indeed, through the post-war 
decades, the vast majority of im¬ 
migrants were white Europeans 
Of the 57.257 migrants in 1994. 
49 percent were from Australia. 
United Kingdom, 1'$ and 
Canada. Migrants from Asia 
made up 19% and migrants from 
the Cook Islands Fiji. W'cslcm 
Samoa only 4 peiceni! This 
makes the argument that wc are 
being invaded by Asians and 
Pacific Islanders simply absurd. 

Docs immigration cost jobs? 

The idea that immigrants will 
"take over jobs” has been 
around for along time. Hision- 
eally, there has b^n explicit rac¬ 
ist element to this argument - 
the belief that immigrants will 
work for pittance m.ike "had un 
lonists", and will undermine jobs 
and eondiiions for Pakeha New 
Zealanders However, even 
w ithout this etimponeni. many 
sincere racists may still believe 
that there are "only so many jobs 
go around", and that the arrival 
of large numbers of people of 
whatever their eibnic back¬ 
ground will mean longer dole 
queues. 

Closer inspection of the evi- 
dence reveals that this argument 
does not stand up to scrutiny, in¬ 
deed. immigration either creates 
jobs or. at the very least, has no 
deirimcnial impact. 

Indeed, even in countries like 
.Australia, where immigration 
occurs on a larger scale, there is 
little evidence to support the 
view that recent migrants have 
added to the level of unemploy¬ 
ment. Why is this.’ Every extra 
pair of hands av aitable for u ork 
IS another mouth to feed. Immi¬ 
grants need housing, food and 
clothing. They need transpon. 
education, furniture and house¬ 
hold goods. And of course, many 
bring money with them lo buy 
these things. Many immigrants 
are m their 20$ or .V)$ (in 1994 
60.9 percent of permanent mi¬ 
grants who arnved m NZ were 
under the a« of .10 years) and 
bnng with them valuable skilb 
for which they were trained in 


their homelands' NZ busi¬ 
ness gets the use of them 
without contributing any¬ 
thing lo Ihctr costs. 

Scapegoating 

Tbc trouble with the ar¬ 
gument that imraigralion 
costs jobs is that il MtenliTies 
forei^ workers as tbc prob¬ 
lem: allegedly, h b foreign¬ 
ers who lake jobs, not the 
Gov cmmciu, Telecom, Lion 
Nathan or Fletcher Cbal- 
lengc. 

It leads to the idea that 
NZ workers and the union 
movement should look to 
controlling foreign workers 
rather than the job-slashing 
activities of NZ business. 
'I his inevitably leads to 
scapegoating and the growth 
of racism in the labour move¬ 
ment . sometimes w lUi tragic 
consequences as w orkers arc 
set against each ether. 

The rcaitiy rs unenploy- 
meni in NZ is absolutely 
built into our capitalist sys¬ 
tem. Each successive reces¬ 
sion IS generating higher un- 
employ meat than the one 
before, and each economic 
recovery cuts it by less. 

Pomimg the finger at im¬ 
migrants only weakens our 
ability to tackle the real 
cause of unemployment the 


insatiable drive for profits by 
Government and big business 
at the expense of human live¬ 
lihoods 

Boom/bust cycle 

When capitalism is in boom 
and capitalists are falling over 
ihemsdves lo expand theii is 
usually a labour shortage This 
is overcome by drawing peo¬ 
ple into the labour force from 
wherever there is a cheap and 
covenieni supply, parikulatly 
women, who had previously 
been confined to the house¬ 
hold. people from rural areas 
and immigrants from poorer 
countnes. When the boom 
turns to slump nothing suits 
the system better than to be 
able to treat these workers as 
"surplus to icquiiements- and 
to suggest they are responsi¬ 
ble for the crisis 

This is of course exactly 
what happened in Aotcaroa 
curing the post-war long 
boom with the expansion of 
the manufacturing industry .A 
shortage of labour developed 
with the res'jlt that capitalists 
trieii what eve.’ they could to 
a get cheap, covenieni supply 
of labour. 

This they got (rom two 
sources: the iirst from a reser¬ 
voir of Maori labour from the 
declining rural areas: and sec¬ 


ond from overseas immi¬ 
grants - panicularly Pacific 
Islanders who were encour¬ 
aged by government as¬ 
sisted i^liaes to settle in 
Aotcaroa Indeed, in 1945 
there were just over 2,000 
Paafic Islanders rn NZ: by 
1956 this figure had quadru¬ 
pled. 

Tweniv years later there 
were almost 66,(X)0 Pacific 
Islanders bom or settled in 
NZ. (and by 1986 the num¬ 
bers had almost doubled to 
12B.OOO) With the collapse 
of the long hoom in the 
early 1970s. Padfic Island¬ 
ers became a scapegoat for 
the system with the infa¬ 
mous "ovcrstayei" cam¬ 
paign which sawi Pacific Is¬ 
landers (and -Maori) har¬ 
assed by the police with 
dawn raids on the homes of 
supposed over-stayerv 

Internationalism 

It IS absolutely crucial 
that we reject this logic We 
must not approach this 
question from the stand¬ 
point of a panicular capital¬ 
ist slate.but from the stand¬ 
point of the interests of the 
intemaiional working class. 
These are best served by the 
free movement of woikeis 
around the globe. 


Evan Poata-Smith 
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The Russian Revolution 1917: Part 1 


The Road to October 



Lenin 


THERE WERE 'jVo revolu¬ 
tions in Russia in 1917. 
The first occurred in Feb¬ 
ruary. The Tsar's regime 
had lost the support of 
virtually the whole popu¬ 
lation, and *was over¬ 
thrown by an uprising of 
workers, peasants and 
soldiers. Even nvany from 
the privileged classes 
wanted the Tsar to go. 

Tired of the brutal reali¬ 
ties of World War I and the 
wide.spread corruption 
amongst officials of the rul¬ 
ing class, the Russian peo¬ 
ple demanded a new society. 
However the unity of pur¬ 
pose they may have felt in 
dumping an upopular mon¬ 
arch was shortlived- 

Rrovisional Government 

The February Revolu¬ 
tion of 1917 led to the for¬ 
mation of a Provisional 
Government dominated by 
liberals and moderate so¬ 
cialists. For Kerensky, the 
new premier of the provi¬ 
sional government, the aim 
was the kind of society we 
have in New Zealand today. 
Let the Russian people vote 
for whoever they want. Let 
them have their toothless 
parliamentsThe real power 
would continue to rest with 
those who were born to 
wealth and privilege. 

Kerensky wanted to 
make Russia safe for em¬ 
ployers to make ihcir prof¬ 
its. But there was no way the 
women textile workers who 
had sparked the February 
revolution could identify 
with the hopes of ihcir boss. 
There was no way peasants 
could share the aims of their 
landlords who had bled 
Ihcir familes dry for years. 
Indeed, it seemed the whole 
world was being turned 
upside down, yet the lives of 
workers and peasants re¬ 
mained much the same. 
They hadn't fought and died 
to suffer more of the same 
under a different name. 

Whereas the moderate 
sodalisis (Socialist Revolu¬ 
tionaries and Menshiviks) 
agreed that the Provison^ 
Gosvmment had a right to 
rule, Lenin and the Bolshe¬ 
viks advocated opposition 


to the Pruvisonal Govern¬ 
ment. they pushed for all 
power to the soviets, an end 
to the war and all land to the 
peasants. litis wa.s to strike 
a chord with ordinary work¬ 
ers and peasants in the fol¬ 
lowing months with over¬ 
whelming support through¬ 
out the country The BoLshc- 
vik Party grew tremen¬ 
dously in this penod. 

Uneasy balance 

For months there was an 
uneasy balance of power in 
Russia 

First the huge workers’ 
demonstrations and strikes 
would paralyse the govern¬ 
ment. Then that same gov¬ 
ernment would be prodded 
by the bos$e.s into putting 
the workers in their place 
with gun and baton. Victory 
had to fall to one sideorihe 
other. 

In October, the breaking 
point came. Kerensky's gov¬ 
ernment was by now totally 
discredited. It was incapa¬ 
ble of giving the vast major¬ 
ity of the population - the 
workers and peasants - 
what they wanted. Instead 
of peace, it gave them fine 
words about fighting on un¬ 
til the war was won. Instead 
of bread, it gave them con¬ 
tinued hunger. Instead of 
land, it gave them the land¬ 
lords' rack-renting bailiffs. 
Kerensky's attempt to 
supre.ss the Petrograd So¬ 
viet by using military power 
was the last straw. 

October Revolution 

The Bolsheviks took 
power on 25 October/7 No 
vember 1917. The govern¬ 
ment which took power 
through the revolution was 
a kind the world had never 
seen before - a workers' so¬ 
cialist state 

The Russian Revolution 
brought to power a much 
more mature, better organ¬ 
ised and politically con¬ 
scious working class. Never 
before had the working 
class become the ruling 
class of a great country, 
fighting tenaciously and he¬ 
roically against enemies at 
home and against foreign 
armies Never before had 


such radical changes in so¬ 
cial structure been earned 
out in so short a time. Semi- 
feudal social relations of 
land ownership were swept 
away far more radically than 
even in the French Revolu¬ 
tion of 1789. 

Legislation 

From the offices of the 
Bolsheviks who formed the 
first Soviet government 
poured decree after decree. 
They announced workers' 
control of the factories 
(practically all the factoncs. 
mines and other valuable 
natural resources of the 
country were taken over by 
the new workers’ state), 
they abolished the death 
penalty, they announced the 
separation of slate and edu¬ 
cation from the church, and 
they announced full free¬ 
dom of religion - ending the 
anti Semitic terror which 
had ruled Russia for hun¬ 
dreds of years They em¬ 
barked on a great experi¬ 
ment in education, ending 
the dictatorship of the 
teacher. They launched a 
mass campaign to teach 
reading and wriiting to the 
millions of illiterate people 
in Russia.They swept away 
the degrading legislation 
which had crushed women 
for centuries. Marriages 
could be dissolved by either 
partner. Children bom out 
of wedlock were given equal 
rights with the children of 
married parents. They an¬ 
nounced the provision of 
free abortion on demand. 
The new laws emphasised 
the full equality of men and 
women. Adultery and ho¬ 
mosexuality were dropped 


from the criminal code. 

And to spell out that 
these weren't just the 
empty promises of a self- 
seeking elite, they an¬ 
nounced that government 
officials would be paid the 
average wage of a skilled 
mdustnal worker. 

Workers' democracy 

The dream of genera¬ 
tions of socialists had come 
true. The working people 
had overthrown the old rul¬ 
ing class and held power 
through their own w orkers' 
governments, the Soviets. 

These were based in 
workplaces - every 
workplace in a locality 
would elect delegate.'! to 
•form local soviets. Ai the 
level below this each of 
those workplaces would 
have Its own factory or lo¬ 
cal workplace council of 
delegates elected from the 
shop floor. Above this each 
local workers’ council sent 
delegates to a national con¬ 
gress of sovieii 

Every delegate to the 
soviets were elected, but 
al.%u subject to instant re¬ 
call. 

In this wav working peo¬ 
ple could exert control over 
national decision-making 
bodies on a day-to-day ba¬ 
sis after October 1917 in a 
way that has never been 
possible io capitalist socie¬ 
ties. 

Hope was in the air But 
people do not. unfortu¬ 
nately, make history in cir¬ 
cumstances of their own 
choosing...CONTINUED. 

Next issue 'How the 
revolution was lost?’ 


A LOT of people who 
don't want to believe 
that working people 
can control their own 
lives try to convince us 
. that the revolution In 
Russia was nothing like 
this. 

They never mention 
the torrent of debate 
and argument, the flood 
of newspapers, the active 
democracy of the revolu¬ 
tion in ferment. They 
paint a very different pic¬ 
ture, with Lenin, Trotsky 
and the Boshevik dark, 
conspiratorial villains 
plotting in secret to seize 
power. This is sheer non¬ 
sense. The Bolsheviks 
formed the new Soviet 
government because 
they had proved over 
twenty long years of 
struggle that they were 
the best fighters against 
the rotten Tsarist regime. 

Just before the Octo¬ 
ber revolution, the Bol¬ 
shevik won a majority in 
the Soviets. So it was 
with the support of vir¬ 
tually the whole working 
class that they mounted 
the insurrection which 
toppled the bankrupt 
Kerensky regime. Little 
wonder the old system 
went down like a pack of 
cards. So bloodless was 
the insurrection that 
more people died in the 
making of Lisenstein's si¬ 
lent film about it than 
died in the real thingl 

A moderate socialist 
called Martov, who op¬ 
posed the insurrection, 
wrote at the time: 

'Understand, please, 
what we have before us 
after all is a victorious up¬ 
rising of The proletariat - 
almost the entire prole 
tariat supports Lenin and 
expects its social libera¬ 
tion from the uprising' 

The Bolshevik Party in 
July had 176.000 mem '■ 
bers. And these weren't 
the passive card-holders j 
you get in the Labour i 
Party or the Alliance. 
Tney wc'c active party 
members. When you 
think that there were 
just three million work¬ 
ers in the towns you can 
imagine the enormous 
support it had By the 
time the Bolsheviks came 
to form the first soviet 
government, something 
tike one worker in every 
ten was a member of the 
Bolsheviks. 
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reviews: television, sport, movies 


A temple where the money-lenders 


conduct the ceremonies 


- by Barry Brown 

A COUPLE of months 
ago a five-part series. Tfie 
Death Of S’ugoslavia. 
shown on BBC television 
Last month it was on Aus 
tralian television, ac¬ 
claimed by reviewc;r.s. Its 
first episode was about 
Slobodan Milosevic’s rise 
to power in Serbia. 

I Amateur good, 
i professional 
bad? 

^ IN OCCUPIED France 
I during the Second 
World War. the puppet 
Vichy Government de¬ 
cided that professional! 
sport had contributeo’ 
to what it saw at. 
France’s “decadence*’ 
during the 1930s. 

The Vichy sports de 
partment drew up 
plans to make all sport 
non-professional, in¬ 
cluding soccer, cycling 
and tennis, within ten 
years. ^ 

Rugby league, how¬ 
ever, which was deem 
ed to be merely a pro¬ 
fessional version of 
rugby union, was 
banned immediately. 

Its funds were confis¬ 
cated and its players 
made to play union 
Socialists sickened by 
the way sport is increas¬ 
ingly being divided up 
into the corporate-box 
set and the crowd on 
the terraces, into those 
TV viewers who can af¬ 
ford Sky and those who 
wait for the delayed- 
broadcast (if they're 
lucky) on TVN2/TV3, 
may fall into the trap of 
defending amateur 
sport against profes¬ 
sional rather than de¬ 
bating sport in a social- , 
ist society and sport in 
a capitalist. 

To argue amateur 
good, professional bad, 
could see you in some 
very odd company 


Let me quote from calls and shouts that they Milosevic's rivals cringed 
Chris Harman's review of had heard it all before. in the face of the national- 
it in the British Saaalisi “Milosevic saw his ca- ist tide and opportunist 
Worker. rccr in tatters, the discred- politicians, enterprise 

“Socialists are often ac- ited leader of a hated re- bosses and journalists 
cused of holding absurd giine. Fellow leaders of the jumped on his band- 
conspiracy theories when then ruling Communist wagon. 
we say ruling class polili- Party went on to describe Now to most New Zca- 
cians play up ethnic ha- how he set out to restore landensthis would come as 
treds in order to bolster his fortunes. a revelation. But we won't 

their own positions. But “He returned to Kosovo be given the chance, 
this programme was a case to speak to another Serb TVNZ had the chance 
study of precisely such be- rally, where a carefully to buy the series but de- 
haviour. planned conflict took place cided it wouldn’t rale. Simi- 

“It began with footage between local Serbs and larly the extraordinary ar- 
of .Milosevic attempting to Albanian-speaking police, chive film of the Anglo- 
address a discontented "This time his message Russian documentary sc- 
ctowd of Serbs from the was that the local Serbs ries Blood Upon The Snow 
southern, majority Alba- were suffering unbearable has been dumped on 
nian speaking, region of oppression at ihc hands of TVNZ's barcly-watchcd 
Kosovo in 1987. the local Albanian-speak- “community" channels, 

“They reacted to his ing Party leadership channels set up to thwart 

platitudes about how won “Suddenly the hated any local challenge to 
derful life was in the exist- representative of Ihc old TVNZ dominance, 
ing Yugoslav state with cal- order was a national hero... It’s all part of the 

Storms in the art galleries 

LAST WEEK’S Sunday critic. MTiat an artist docs umnisi Frank Hadcn, writ- 
5for/T/m<r earned two fin- it to relate what she sees me of the Robert 
ger-wagging columns what she feels. If the artist Mapplethorpe photocxhi- 
about art First, writing connects with the siewer, bition heading for Wclling- 
aboui the removal of the art works. ton next month, describes 

Diane Prince's New Zea- How you could expect it as "a collection of dirty 
land flag from the to walk into an exhibition pictures by one of the cen- 
Korurangi New Maori Art of “New Maori Art" with- tury’s appalling scum- 
exhibition at the Auckland out seeing anger is beyond bags”. Unlike MP Graham 
New Gallery (the flag, part me.Andangerisnotasub- Lee’s moral outrage crowd, 
of a pathway of arranged tic emotion. Hadcn doesn’t want the 

Slones, wood, feathers and Sure, the consciously exhibition stopped. In- 
a kit, was fastened to the political bit of a work of art stead, he picks a quarrel 
floor with "Please walk on is what everyone’s forgot- w iih "casily-lcd art experte 
me” imeribed upon it). ten in fifty years time. But who have elevated this dcs- 
Ari critic Keith Stewart there’s room for the day- picabic fellow (.Mapplc- 
wrote, “... by sloganising to-day (after all, it’s where thorpe) to the level of a 
and not making ait. Diane wc live most of the time) creative artist... A photog- 
Prince mLs.se$ an opporiu- and the censorship of rapher, no matter how skil- 
niiy to reclaim mana for Prince’s flag is an ironic ful, creates nothing... An 
Maori through building example of art at work: the artist in the grand sense is 
status for an ancient and power of symbol.s a person w-ho creates 

diverse artistic tradition Second, celebrated col- something new. something 
that is one of the 
key elements of 
our national cul¬ 
ture. Surely as an 
anist that should 
be her primary 
role.” 

Well, no Surely 
that shouldn't be 
an artist's primary 
role. That’s the 
role of an art 




Slobodan Milosevic 


dumbing down of our tel¬ 
evision ever since the 
Langc/Douglas vandals 
decided the money-lend¬ 
ers shouldn’t }ust be al¬ 
lowed into the Temple, 
they should run the cer¬ 
emonies. 

Television, like health 
and education, is too im¬ 
portant to be left to the 
greasy fingers of the ac¬ 
countants who use it as 
though it were a till. 


inspiring, that wasn’t 
there before." 

Again, no An artist 
creates something new in 
the viewer, not in the 
view-finder. 

Frank Haden, like 
Robert .Mapplethorpe, 
was raised a Catholic. 
That is to say, he was 
brought up on casual im¬ 
ages of semi-nude bodies 
brutalised and degraded - 
and sanctified. If Haden 
were true to himself, he 
would admit that these 
images become enungicd 
in one’s awakening sexu¬ 
ality and to see the mix 
stunningly embalmed on 
gallery walls is to have 
your breath taken away. 

He might go further 
and start reading Simone 
De Beauvoir and Angela 
Carter who argued that 
sado-masochism is natu¬ 
ral under capitalism. 
However Frank Hadcn, a 
former editor of the Auck¬ 
land Star and deputy edi¬ 
tor of the Dominion, is 
unlikely to do this as 
Frank Hadcn is quite sim¬ 
ply a bigoi. 
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news & reports - union^ campaign and campus 


CHOGM: Auckland's week 
of protest 






THE COMMON>VEALTH heads of Govemmenl ^ 
meeting has been target of relatively small but __ 
widely focused protests. 80 




M ^ , S. O IBg 



Tahitian independence leader Oscar Temaru adresses ‘’Major Outrage' rally 


The CHOGM Action 
Coalition called a number 
of protests aimed primarily 
at drawing international at¬ 
tention to social problems 
in New Zealand and the 
grievances of Maori. 

CAC leaflets pointed 
out that the National Gov¬ 
ernment would he using 
CHOGM as a opportunity 
to grandstand to the world 
and 'boast about the sup¬ 
posed success of their eco¬ 
nomic restructuring.” 

“We want to tell the peo¬ 
ple of the Commonwealth 
that all is not well in 
Aotearoa.” 

CAC protests began on 
Wednesday November 8, 
when 200 people defied a 
police ban to march on the 
streets surrounding the 
Aotea centre and Aotea 
Square. The centre and 
square were barricaded 
from public access and 
guarded by a huge police 
force. The march was sub¬ 
jected to continual police 
harassment, with numer¬ 
ous attempt to put people 


off the street and onto the 
footpath. 

After circling the area, 
the march stopped in the 
intersection facing Aotea 
Square, with many sitting 
in the roadway while a 
street theatre performed. 
The numbers were swelled 
by onlookers and AIT stu¬ 
dents who had been out¬ 
side their nearby campus 
building. 

Police built up their 
numbers and then de¬ 
manded people move off 
the street or face arrest. In 
front of a flurry of TV and 
press cameras *Jic police 
then pushed the protest 
back, arresting 14 people. 
While the international 
media attention discour¬ 
aged the use of their long 
batons, the police dragged 
seated prote.siers off the 
road with painful neck and 
w rist holds. 

A t almost the same time 
a dozen members and sup¬ 
porters of Information on 
Ireland occupied the Brit¬ 
ish Consulate in Auckland 
for half an hour before be¬ 


ing evicted by a large con¬ 
tingent of police. They dis¬ 
tributed leaflets drawing 
attention to the British 
Government's refusal to 
release Irish political pris¬ 
oners and to take real steps 
to allow self-determination 
for the Irish people. 

Next morning police 
prev ented a CAC march of 
120 from taking to the 
street, but were unable to 
prevent protesters from re¬ 
forming at the Court where 
those arrested were ap¬ 
pearing, and then march¬ 
ing downtown to join the 
anti-nuclcar rallv. 

The largest CHOGM 
protest action was the 
3.000 strong rally in down¬ 
town Auckland, aimed at 
British Prime .Minister 
John Major who has de¬ 
clared his support for 
French nuclear testing. 
Speakers from parliamcn 
tary political parlies, the 
Council ofTrade Unions, a 
visiting South African 


Trade Union leader and 
local Maori were inter¬ 
spersed with music and 
singing. 

Later that day 60 people 
rallied in front of Aotea 
Square for another 
CHOGM Action Coalition 
protest. The police firstly 
forced the protest off the 
road and then demanded 
they move on because they 
were obstructing the foot¬ 
path (even though there 
were very few passershv at 
that time in the early 
evening). 

On the Friday morning 
several groupis converget, 
on the area to protest. SO 
took part in a CAC proicsi. 
and were joined by a cor. - 
lingent of Maori activist;^ 
80 members of the Tamil 
community rallied to pr-a- 
lest against atrocities corn- 
milled by the Sri Lankan 
regime against Tamils in 
Jaffna where an indepeod 
ence struggle has been 
waging for many years. 


A small Greenpeace 
group absciiled down a 
nearby building to unfurl 
a large anti-nuclear ban¬ 
ner. 

Later in the morning 
the city's Sikh arc 
Kashmiri communit; 
joined forces to prc:f : 
against the “fascist s:.;:; 
in India. The mar:'.;.': 
w anted to show scr r - 
for an independer.: 5: f- 
eign state of Kh. 
and to support Ku.'.-.r 
independence. 

Further proier.- t-: 
scheduled for 7: .i 
evening and More:' 

WHERE’S THE 

ACTION? 

ON 2 September 
CTU president K:* 
Douglas advocate: ■ 
combined tiade uci:.*. 
campaign to light (oi b:: . 
pav rises. 

He said unions should 
break the law if necessarv 
to obtain Ihe contracts 
they want. 

But no observable 
practical steps have vet 
been taken by the head of . 
the Council of Trade j 
Unions 10 mobitit: 
workers around a united 
pay campaign 

Dating from hi» 
speech, there's Still 

no action 
from Ken after 

437 days 



PROTESTERS EYEBALL police in Rotorua at the start of the 
Queen's visit to New Zealand 

100 people demanding the crown honour the Waitangi 
Treaty and return Mao'i land marched to Whakarewarewa 
where the Queen was bemg welcomed, on November 2 
The chants of the crowd could be heard inside, despite the 
Urge number of police trying to keep the protest well back 
Protesters also dema.nded the freeing of Maori activists 
Ken Mair - who was sentenced to 21 days jail for trying to 
say a karakla (prayer) in a Wanganui Courtroom Mair has 
since been released after a week. 

Other placards focused ori government plans to sell 
cutting rights to Kaingaroa forests. 


Stop these executions 

THE NIGERIAN military regime has confirmed death 
sentences imposed on nine political opponents, anci 
Amnesty International is laurKhing an urgent appeal for 
telegrams/faxes/airmail letters to be sent to Nigerian 
authorities expressing concern at the death sentences and 
appealing foe them not to be carried out. 

The 9 men were convicted of murder on October 30 an<d 
31 after grossly unfair and politically motivated trials. They 
have'no right of appeal. Among them is well known wf'Vir 
and environmentalist Ken Saro-Wtwa 
Messages can be sent to: 

Prof. Jonothan O. Ndagi, Nigerian High Commissioner, 

PO Box 241. Civic Square, Canberra ACT 2608. AUSTRALIA 
fax 00 61 6 286-5332 
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Meeting pledges to tight KIngseat sale 


VOC CAN stop Kin^eat 
rcir.g sold. You must not 
'.ct this asset be stolen'” 
was the emphatic declara- 
uonby Peter Williams QC 
to rrore than 300 residents, 
nurses, ex-pattents and 
supporters who packed the 
Hawkins Centre in 
Papakuta on November 8. 

The meeting was in re¬ 
sponse to the announce¬ 
ment that Kingseat psychi¬ 
atric hospital was to close 
soon and that the South 
Auckland RHA already 
has government permis¬ 
sion to sell it. 

Co-organiser of the 
meeting, NZ First associ¬ 
ate health spokeswoman 
Pat.'^a dc Coudray read 
from a glossy real estate 
brochure promoting 
Kingseat as “the Grand 
Estate" - with great poten¬ 
tial and handy to Auckland 
etc. 

de Coudray read South 
.Auckland CHE boss Dr 
lijcer Levy's written 
s'.i'.rment in his absence. 

_:vy confirmed the 
CHE»support for selling 
K '.gseat and replacing the 


55 bed acute ward with a 
red unit at Kfiddlemore 
de Coudray demanded 


a moratorium on the sale 
of Kingseat. and that some 
of the government’s 
budget surplus be spent on 
developing mental health 
facilities around NZ. 

Warren Kidd. National 
MP for Hauraki. got a 
stormy reception when he 
attempted to defend gov¬ 
ernment policy. He said he 
was sure there would be 
"adeqfuatc provision of cur¬ 
rent mental health services 
before the sale proceeds". 

The audience w ere in no 
mood for this type of po¬ 
litical double talic and Kidd 
struggled to make himself 
heard even with the aid of 
the microphone. 

Jeanette Fitzsimons of 
the Alliance criticised both 
National and Labour gov¬ 
ernments for running 
down health services in 
general, and mental health 
in particular. She said com¬ 
munity care had been used 
as a cheap option. 

Fitzsimons warned that 
if Kingseat is sold it would 
not be replaced and com¬ 
mitted the Alliance to re¬ 
taining Kingseat. 

Labour MP Mike 
Moore predicted Kingseat 
would be sold and leased 


How Cleaners Lost Their Jobs 


iO.'.'.E MONTHS ago. Ian 
Fra.r.i - chief executive of 
Canterbury Health - called 
for “epen lenders" for a 
thrac > car cicaning contract 
at Chr.stchLrch Public and 
Burwood Hospitals. 

This meant P&O 
(Crothalls). having no obli¬ 
gation to honour the terms 
of the existing employment 
contract, wen the tender by 
slashing the wages and con¬ 
ditions of hospital cleaners 
While the hourly rate was 
increased slightly, all rates 
and conditions and existing 
hours of work, were re¬ 
duced. 

Weekend workers, (al¬ 
ready low paid and without 
a wage increase for six 
yean), discovered they now 
faced pay cuts of around 
$100 a week. 

Some cleaners were 
given three hours tosign on 
a take it or leave it basis 
Others were not even of- 


5ack short term. He said 
the system is failing the pa¬ 
tients and the government 
has failed the parents of 
patients. He called (or a 
moratorium on the sale. 

Salvation Army’s Ma or 
Campbell Roberts criti¬ 
cised the lack of resources, 
planning and broken gov¬ 
ernment promises. Dun¬ 
edin staff repeatedly asked 
for extra services to help 
avoid the recent tragedy 
with Eric Gellallv. he said 


"Existing services con¬ 
tinue to be dismantled." 
Roberts insisted that an 
urgent review of all health 
services was needed. 

During a panel discus 
sion, PSA .S'orihern Re¬ 
gional manager Joe Toner 
said the main thing needed 
was a ministenal task force 
to investigate the region’s 
mental health needs. 

in response to a demand 
from the floor,Labour, Al- 
lia ncc and NZ First repre¬ 


sentatives all pledged to 
involve themselves in any 
campaign to save 
Kingseat. 

Wiiliams moved a reso¬ 
lution opposing any sale 
of Kingseat. This was en¬ 
dorsed unanimously. He 
also invited those present 
to ferra an action commit¬ 
tee to begin the campaign. 

Supporters of the ’Save 
Kingseat Hospital cam¬ 
paign’’ can contact Paira 
on (09) 268-0152. 


fered a job. A number of 
these workers had worked 
at the hospital for over 
twenty years. 

On October 27, when 
cleaners refused to sign the 
new contract. P&O effec¬ 
tively dismissed ihcir. and 
recruited sea os to do the 
work, flvmg some in from 
Southland. Dunedin and 
Auckland. 

Canterbury Health 
stands to save $700,000 over 
the next three years. 

On November 7. it an¬ 
nounced a similar open ten¬ 
dering policy for its catering 
conirict. 

Canterbury Health's in¬ 
tention is Co make cost sav¬ 
ings through big cuts to 
wages and conditions. Its 
strategy is to achieve this by 
taking on each section of 
hospital workers one by 


Council workers fight individual contracts 


500 ANGRY Auckland City Council 
workers marched on the central coun¬ 
cil offices after a slopwork meeting on 
Novernper 8. 

ACC bosses are trying to force indi¬ 
vidual employment contracts onto staff, 
who are currently covered by a collec¬ 
tive ernploym ent cont-act They are also 
'offering" a 3.5 percent salary increase. 

The workers atterided a stopwork 
meeting where the employers demands 
were solidly rejected. Resolutions that 
thrty continue to "vigorously pursue a 
colleaive emo'oyment contract" and 
endorsing un^on claims that include a 
5 percent wage increase weie warmly 
approved. 

The workers want a one-year CEC, 
whereas the boss's lEC has no termina¬ 
tion date. 

While a motion from the floor for an 
immediate strike was voted down, the 
meeting elected a strike action commit¬ 
tee to co-ordinate taaics for work-to- 
role type actions Another meeting is 
to be held in three weeks. 

A resolution from the floor propos¬ 
ing the march to corporate headquar¬ 
ters to confront Chief Executive Officer 
Bruce Anderson was oassed by a large 
majority, as were others that workers 
fax or e mail Anderson to express dis¬ 


gust at the executive’s attitude and 
that they return the draft employment 
contracts to the CEO. 

"he marchers went right up to 
Anderson's office, but were told he 
wasn't in the building. Eventually Di¬ 
rector of Corporate Services Brian 
Fergus agreed to meet the crowd out¬ 
side. 

Before the rally had ended mayor 
Les Mills arrived and found himself 
faced by the workers. Mills tried to 
dodge any responsibility for the actions 
of his council's executives. 

"This is not a political issue" Mills 
lamely told the workers. "It is an issue 
between you and your employer." 

■''here was a solid spirit of unity 
among the workers as they left the 
rally. Some commented that their em¬ 
ployers had said they couldn't unite - 
but they had proven otherwise. 

The Socialist Workers Organisation 
distributed a leaflet exposing indi¬ 
vidual contracts to the workers as they 
entered their meeting. The leaflet 
linked employer pressure for lECs to 
the increase exploitation and privati¬ 
sation ACC staff have experienced over 
recent years. 

*lf you go out for public support it 
will be there." the leaflet stated. 



.More reports back page 


Mayor Let Mills looks sheepishly at the ground while PSA or^niser Basil Pres¬ 
tige tells coundl workers to carry on the struggle back in their workplaces 














Cleaners fight for jobs 


“OUR JOBS - scabs out!” 
That was the chant as 60 
cleaners and supporters 
marched along the corri¬ 
dors of Bnrwood Hospital 
in Christchurch on October 
31. 

The cleaners were de¬ 
manding their jobs back 
after P&O dismissed them 
for refusing to accept a 
drastically downgraded 
employment contract after 
the company successfully 
tendered for hospital 
cleaning at Christchurch 
Crown Health Enterprise 
(Canterbury health). 

Cleaners have mounted 
pickets almost every day 
after their effective dis¬ 
missal on October 27. 

Strong actions have 
been organised to put pres¬ 
sure on P&O and Canter¬ 
bury Health to re-employ 
the cleaners on former 
wages and conditions. 


Actions include: 

• October 31: Cleaners 
march through the corri¬ 
dors of Burwood Hospital. 
One scab is surrounded 
and told what they think of 
strike-breakers, before be¬ 
ing presented with a copy 
of Jack London's scathing 
description of a scab. 

• November 1: Gcaners 
walk into the office of Can¬ 
terbury Health Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive Ian Frame and de¬ 
mand the end of P&O's 
contract and their rein¬ 
statement on former pay 
and conditions. 

• November 4: Geaners 
picket P&O ship at 
Lyttelton. Loading of the 
ship is delayed for three 
hours as watersiders refuse 
to cross the picket, 

Geaners finally march 
off after the police give fi¬ 
nal trespass warning and 
receive enthusiastic ap¬ 


plause from 
watersiders and 
British seafarers. 

• November 6: 
Cleaners march 
though downtown 
Christchurch and 
defy security 
guards to march 
through the 
grounds of 
Christchurch Pub¬ 
lic Hospital. Nurses 
wave enthusiasti¬ 
cally from the win¬ 
dows in support. 



Cleaners picket at P&O ship, November 4 


How cleaners can win 



March around Burwood Hospital 


NURSES SHOULD refuse to 
work with scabs. 

Throughout the clean¬ 
ers struggle to win back 
their jobs, the Christchurch 
Branch of SWO has cam¬ 
paigned to try and con¬ 
vince nurses to take strike 
action to support them. 

It did this because 
nurses are the key 
workforce on site for no 
hospital can operate with¬ 
out nurses. 

United action by work¬ 
ers is the only sure winning 
strategy to counter the di¬ 
visive effects of the Em¬ 
ployment Contracts Act 
which is enabling employ¬ 
ers to divide workers and 
drive conditions down¬ 
wards. 

SWO has so far pro¬ 
duced three leaflets and 
had a number of conver¬ 
sations with nurses. 


Socialist 

Worker 


your paper, 
out every 
second week 


I would like to subscribe to Socialist Workar 
□ $15 for six months □ $30 for one year 

I would like_copies of Socialist Worker to sell 


Name 


Address 


Phone. 


Send to Socialist Worker. PO Box 8851, Auckland 


Buy it, 
read it, 
set! it! 


Many are sympathetic 
to such action but to date 
are waiting for a lead from 
delegates ar>d union offi¬ 


cials. 

Below is the third leaf¬ 
let distributed to nurses 
on 9 November. 



J 


Nurses - Don't work with scabs 

Your CHE managers are fronting the government's 
health agenda which is undermining quality, accessible 
health care. 

This cost-cutting agenda is why these managers are 
attacking hospital deaners who've given years of service 
to the public health service. Cleaning work has beer 
contracted out. The clearsers have been sacked because 
they refused to work urrder vastly inferior contracts. 

Their union has put a picket on your hospital. But scabs 
have been hired to cross the picket line in defiance of 
trade union principles. 

The cleaners can win if nurses don't wcKk with scabs 

We appeal to all nurses and to the Nurses Organisation 
site committee to support trade union principles and 
refuse to work with scabs. 

A start could be made by holding, say, a half-hour 
protest strike by all nurses. By standing with cleaners on 
the picket line for half an hour, a clear message would be 
sent to CHE managers that their behaviour is 
unacceptable. This solidarity action would help build the 
links between different sections of health workers so vital 
to protect the public health service from the government's 
cost-cutting agersda. 

This unity is urgent. Already nurse manager positions 
are to be chopped, while hospital catering staff face the 
same sort of contracting out that has hit cleaners. 

Nurses - request your job delegates and union 
officials to organise effective aaions against the use of 
scabs in your hospital. United we stand, divided we fall 


Christchurch cleaners are 
continuing to fight for 
their jobs. 

They need support. 

If you cannot join their 
pickets then send mes¬ 
sages of support and 
money to: 

Canterbury Hotel 
and Hospital Union 
PO Box 22-277 
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